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A key to a successful life in 2015 is to remember a wonderful spiritual truth from the Christmas
story: “God is with us.”
Matthew 1:22-23 (NLT) All of this happened to fulfill the Lord’s message through the prophet:
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and he will be called Immanuel
(meaning, God is with us).”
That truth, “God is with us,” is powerfully illustrated in the life of Joseph in Genesis 39.
1. God is with us in our trials.
Genesis 39:1-6a (NLT) 1 Now when Joseph arrived in Egypt with the Ishmaelite traders, he was
purchased by Potiphar, a member of the personal staff of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Potiphar was
the captain of the palace guard.
2
The Lord was with Joseph and blessed him greatly as he served in the home of his Egyptian master.
3
Potiphar noticed this and realized that the Lord was with Joseph, giving him success in everything
he did. 4 So Joseph naturally became quite a favorite with him. Potiphar soon put Joseph in charge of
his entire household and entrusted him with all his business dealings. 5 From the day Joseph was put
in charge, the Lord began to bless Potiphar for Joseph’s sake. All his household affairs began to run
smoothly, and his crops and livestock flourished. 6 So Potiphar gave Joseph complete administrative
responsibility over everything he owned. With Joseph there, he didn’t have a worry in the world,
except to decide what he wanted to eat!
In time, Potiphar saw that there was something about Joseph that made him totally different from all
his other slaves: the Lord was with him. (Genesis 39:3).
This story is not about the success of Joseph, but the reason behind his success: the Lord was with
him.
2. God is with us in our temptation.
Genesis 39:6b-15 (NLT) 6 Now Joseph was a very handsome and well-built young man. 7 And about
this time, Potiphar’s wife began to desire him and invited him to sleep with her. 8 But Joseph refused.
“Look,” he told her, “my master trusts me with everything in his entire household. 9 No one here has
more authority than I do! He has held back nothing from me except you, because you are his wife.
How could I ever do such a wicked thing? It would be a great sin against God.”
10
She kept putting pressure on him day after day, but he refused to sleep with her, and he kept out of
her way as much as possible. 11 One day, however, no one else was around when he was doing his
work inside the house. 12 She came and grabbed him by his shirt, demanding, “Sleep with me!”
Joseph tore himself away, but as he did, his shirt came off. She was left holding it as he ran from the
house.
13
When she saw that she had his shirt and that he had fled, 14 she began screaming. Soon all the men
around the place came running. “My husband has brought this Hebrew slave here to insult us!” she
sobbed. “He tried to rape me, but I screamed. 15 When he heard my loud cries, he ran and left his

shirt behind with me.”
Joseph responded to Potiphar’s wife’s advances in a spirit of righteousness as revealed to him by his
God.
It was God alone whom he had chosen to live for and honor with his life.
There are times when, in the midst of temptation, the best response is to run.
1 Peter 5:8 (NLT) Be careful! Watch out for attacks from the Devil, your great enemy. He prowls
around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour.
3. God is with us in our persecution.
Genesis 39:16-23 (NLT) 16 She kept the shirt with her, and when her husband came home that night,
17
she told him her story. “That Hebrew slave you’ve had around here tried to make a fool of me,”
she said. 18 “I was saved only by my screams. He ran out, leaving his shirt behind!”
19
After hearing his wife’s story, Potiphar was furious! 20 He took Joseph and threw him into the
prison where the king’s prisoners were held. 21 But the Lord was with Joseph there, too, and he
granted Joseph favor with the chief jailer. 22 Before long, the jailer put Joseph in charge of all the
other prisoners and over everything that happened in the prison. 23 The chief jailer had no more
worries after that, because Joseph took care of everything. The Lord was with him, making
everything run smoothly and successfully.
We are reminded that the blessing of God is with us regardless of the circumstances. The Lord knew
where Joseph was, and He was with him.
Conclusion
Five key statements that are important to remember:
Genesis 39:2 (NLT) The Lord was with Joseph...
Genesis 39:3 (NLT) Potiphar noticed this and realized that the Lord was with Joseph, giving him
success in everything he did.
Genesis 39:5 (NLT) ...the Lord began to bless Potiphar for Joseph’s sake.
Genesis 29:20-21a (NLT) He took Joseph and threw him into the prison where the king’s prisoners
were held. But the Lord was with Joseph there, too...
Genesis 39:23 (NLT) The Lord was with him, making everything run smoothly and successfully.

