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This issue 
Easter is an excellent time to invite 

your family and friends to church! 

We’re going to have a wonderful 

time celebrating the resurrection of 

Christ in our worship services.  

 

To make the day special for chil-

dren, we are planning an Easter Egg 

Hunt during all three services, and 

Kids’ Cove will take place during 

both contemporary services.  

Nursery will be provided all three 

services.  

 

Begin praying now about who to 

invite!  

Easter Sunday Schedule 
 
8:30 a.m.    Traditional Service 
 
9:45 a.m.     Contemporary Service
         Kids’ Cove 
 
11:15 a.m.  Contemporary Service 
        Kids’ Cove 

• Sunday, March 27 • 
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The Update 

    The Update is a monthly publication of Lawrence Free 
Methodist Church.  
    If you have story ideas, announcements, letters to the 
church or other items for the newsletter, please e-mail them 
to Chris Moon at update@lfmchurch.org or drop materials 
into The Update box in the church office. The deadline for 
the next month’s newsletter is the second Sunday of the 
previous month. 

Contact The Update:   

Letters to the Church... 

Ministry Board Update... 
The Ministry Board met February 
15th.  After Pastor Bump led us in 
prayer, we discussed nominations for 
delegates to attend our Annual Con-
ference meeting in May. We also re-
viewed the results of the church 
health survey given 18 months ago 
and again earlier this year. This sur-

vey gives us an idea how we are do-
ing in our strategies to make more and 
better disciples. We have shown im-
provement in almost all areas!  We 
also discussed anticipated needs for 
more parking and facility upgrades 
as our church continues to grow. The 
next meeting will be March 8th. 

Dear Church Family, 
    We would like to thank each of you for your kind-
ness, your caring and your love that you gave so 
freely to us in the ten and a half years we were with 
you. You have been God’s instruments in so many 
ways, and you have demonstrated His love through 
your prayers, attitudes, words and actions. 
    A few weeks ago, Pastor Bill spoke to us about 
living with urgency, being careful to live wisely, 
making the most of each opportunity (Ephesians 
5:15-16).  He encouraged us to surround ourselves 
with people who inspire us to take risks, to live like 
Christ, to stretch our faith and to believe God for the 
impossible. You have lived that kind of life before us 
and have inspired us in those ways. It has been an 
honor to serve God side by side with you. 
    We cannot, in our own words, adequately express 
our heartfelt gratitude. Allow us, then, to quote the 
apostle Paul when he wrote to the Philippian church: 
    “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all 
my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy be-
cause of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now, being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to comple-
tion until the day of Christ Jesus.”   

— Philippians 1:3-6 
With love in Christ, 

Scott, Sherilyn, Daniel, Katie & Andrew McPherson 

 
On the Web: 

 
 

Check out the current issue 
of The Update by visiting 
www.lfmchurch.org and 
clicking on “Upcoming 

Events.” 

Dear Church Family, 
   My fiancé, Ryan, and I, along with our parents, 
would like to invite you to share in the celebration of 
our marriage. Our ceremony is being held at the 
church at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 12. The recep-
tion will be held immediately following the cere-
mony at the Holiday Inn Holidome & Convention 
Center in the Regency Ballroom. Please call my 
mother, Patty, at (913) 631-3812 by March 5 to let 
her know if you’ll be able to attend.  We hope to see 
many of you there! 

God Bless, 
Amanda Hersh 

 
Dear Free Methodist Church Family, 
Thank you from the beautiful bouquet of flowers. I 
truly appreciated your thoughts and prayers concern-
ing my recent surgery. I am very thankful to be a part 
of such a wonderful Christian family. 

In His Love, 
Janeen McWilliams 
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    Tom Stidham is the new worship 
leader during traditional service. 
    Tom, who has lived in Lawrence 
since 1975, had spent 27 years as 
music director at First Southern 
Baptist Church in Lawrence. Origi-
nally from Florida, he comes from a 
family dedicated to supporting mu-
sic ministry. 
    “I’ve always done it,” he said. “I 
enjoy doing it and feel that it’s a 
way to serve.” 
    Tom replaces Scott McPherson, 
who left in February after 10 years 
due to a job change that took him to 
Great Bend. 
    Tom works full time as associate 
director of bands at The University 
of Kansas. In that position, he 
teaches music classes, conducts a 
concert band and directs the men’s 
basketball band. The latter job has 
taken him to the Final Four two of 
the last three years – and hopefully 

    One of the most familiar faces 
at Lawrence Free Methodist 
Church is headed west. 
    Church secretary Jean Bechtle is 
moving with her husband, Stan, to 
Garden City to be near their fam-
ily. 
    Jean has served as secretary to 
the senior pastor for nearly eight 
years. Originally from Maplecrest, 
N.Y., Jean worked her first job at 
the Free Methodist World Head-

Tom Stidham takes over Traditional Worship 

On the Move: Jean Bechtle leaves for Garden City 

again this year, Tom said. 
    Tom and his wife, Linda, spent 
time in Georgia and Texas before 
moving to Lawrence. 
    They have three children: Mark, 
of Los Angeles; Scott, of Law-
rence; and Marci, of Kansas City. 

Scott works as a teacher and coach 
at Lawrence High School. 
    Linda is a retired Lawrence 
public school  teacher and now 
teaches first grade at Corpus 
Christi Catholic School. Tom and 
Linda have been married 42 years. 

quarters in Winona Lake, Ind. 
    Since then, she’s made stops in 
McPherson, Baldwin City and 
now Lawrence. 
    At LFMC, Jean has served un-
der three pastors. She has coordi-
nated publications, kept records, 
organized the phone directory and 
kept everything in the office run-
ning smoothly. 
    Jean has a daughter, son-in-law, 
and one grandson, Tucker, age 3. 
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Primetimers to meet March 8 
    Primetimers will meet March 8 for a noon potluck 
and program by Carolyn Heacock on the recent mis-
sion trip to the Philippines. Visitors and newcomers 
are always welcome. Contact Barbara Walden at 
840-0428 for more information. 
 
 

March Parenting Forum to focus on marriage 
   The Parenting Forum on March 1 will focus on 
marriage and how the relationship between spouses 
impacts children.  
   Our special guests will be Pastor Rick and Cindy 
Ostrander. We will also view the video “10 Great 
Dates to Energize Your Marriage” by David and 
Claudia Arp.  
   For the April 5 forum dads should read John El-
dredge’s “What Every Father Needs to Know” and 
moms should read Carol Kuykendall’s “In Loving 
and Letting Go.”  
   Parenting Forums meet from 7 to 9 p.m. on the 
first Tuesday of each month at the church. Atten-
dance at every forum isn’t required.  
   For more information, pick up a brochure at the 
Adult Ministries station in the foyer or call Tom and 
Susan Hoistington at 843-7660.  

Good Friday Service 
March 25 at 7 p.m. 

This contemplative service allows us to reflect on the 
events surrounding Christ's death and the significance 

of his crucifixion for our life. 
 
 

Membership class set for March 6 
    The next C.L.A.S.S. 101: An Introduction to our 
Church Family will meet from 3 to 6 p.m. in Room 6/7 
on March 6. 
    You will learn about the beliefs and programs of 
Lawrence Free Methodist Church. You will also learn 
how you can become a member. 
    C.L.A.S.S. 101 is part of LFMC’s new Christian 
Life and Service Seminars on Sunday evenings. This is 
a great way for believers to develop their relationship 
with Christ and to establish new relationships with fel-
low believers. 
    Pre-registration is necessary. 
    People can sign up for the C.L.A.S.S. seminars by 
going to the Adult Ministries page on the church web 
site at www.lfmchurch.org. They also can mark it on a 
communication card at church or call the church office. 
    Please indicate if child care will be needed. 
 
 

Praise Band seeks volunteers 
    The Praise Band is looking for volunteers as stage-
hands to help set up the stage for the contemporary 
services and to do other stage work as needed for 
drama, special music presentations, etc.   
    The only skill required is the ability to work quickly 
and accurately to move musical equipment, music 
stands and microphone stands into place (some of the 
equipment is heavy). The stagehand crew will be 
needed between the first and second services on Sun-
day mornings, and perhaps at other times during the 
contemporary services as well.   
    Team members will be asked to attend Praise Band 
rehearsals on Wednesday evenings for a few weeks 
initially, for training.   

Primetimers celebrated Forast Hehn and George Isley’s 
95th birthdays at their meeting in February. 
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Quizzers Place High at 
Home Meet in February 

But how shall they ask Him to save them unless they believe in Him?  And how can they believe in Him if they 
have never heard about Him? And how can they hear about Him unless someone tells them?   

Romans 10:14 

    The home team held its own in February during a 
quiz meet at Lawrence Free Methodist Church. 
    Twelve teams came to the church Feb. 5 from 
Wichita, McPherson, Omaha and Lawrence. 
    LFMC’s team was headlined by Travis Jacobsen, 
who took first place in the “rookie” individual compe-
tition. 
    Meanwhile, LFMC’s “rookie” team – a group of 
four seventh graders – took second place overall. The 
church’s “veteran” team took third. 
    “It went really well,” said Jill Anderson, the team’s 
sponsor. “They’re amazing.” 
   Quizzers are made up of seventh through 12th grad-
ers who are studying the book of Matthew this year. 
They memorize one or two verses a week. By April, 
they will have studied the entire book of Matthew. 
    The team will go to Greenville, IL, on March 12 to 
a regional meet with teams from Illinois, Indiana, Ne-
braska and Kansas. The team then will head back to 
Greenville in July for nationals. 
    “Going to Greenville, that will be a challenge,” 
Anderson said. “There will be teams we haven’t seen 
yet. They will be tougher competition. That will be a 
good test for nationals.” 

Bonfire Night 
    LFMC students have one weekend right between 
Eudora Spring Break and Lawrence Spring Break. 
   There’s no better time to get together, cook out 
and build a bonfire as big as can be! LFMC youth 
ministries will be doing this on March 20 at an un-
disclosed location. 
    It’ll be the perfect way for Eudora students to 
wrap up their spring break and for Lawrence stu-
dents to kick theirs off. We’ll meet at the church 
around 5:30 p.m. and ride out together. 
    Bring your summer appetite and all your friends! 
You’ll hear more details as the date draws near. 
    Call Travis at 842-2343 or e-mail him at te-
vans@lfmchurch.org with questions. 
 

Missions Dinner 
    LFMC’s Youth Ministry is stepping out in faith 
this summer, laying out its most ambitious missions 
plans to date – trusting in God to provide. 
    We have the opportunity to serve on two missions 
trips this summer: one in Croc, Mexico, and another 
in the Quad Cities area of Illinois. So far, 31 people 
are planning to invest a part of their summer on one  
of these trips, and we’re continually adding more. 
    On March 18, we’ll host our annual Missions 
Dinner at 6 p.m. in the Family Life Center.  You’ll 
have an opportunity to meet our missionaries as they 
serve the meal, share past experiences and talk about 
the plans for the summer. 

March Student Calendar: 

March 6:   College Luncheon 12:30 p.m. 

  Lighthouse 5:30 p.m. 

March 13:   Lighthouse 5:30 p.m. 

March 18: Missions Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

March 20: Bonfire Night  5:30 p.m. 

March 27: Lighthouse 5:30 p.m. 
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    Core Value: Courage – being brave enough to do what you 
should do even when you’re afraid. 
    Memory Verse for the month:  Psalm 27:1 – “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation-whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?” (NIV) 
    The month of March will be the month of courage at Kids’ 
Cove! 
    Each week our master teachers and small group leaders will 
use Bible stories to emphasize the importance of courage in the 
lives of our children. Children will be bringing home a Refrig-
erator Card and a devotional “God Time Card,” both of which 
will give details about what they learned during Kids’ Cove. 
    These are excellent tools providing opportunities for parents 
to reinforce what their children are learning and to engage their 
children in spiritual discussions. 
    Parents, also check out the Kids’ Cove bulletin board across 
from the library. The core virtue, Bible verse and weekly bottom 
line for the month of March are featured. 
    Be sure to ask your kids what they learned about courage each 
week! 

Kids’ Cove to Emphasize Courage in March 

Continued Changes Evident in Children’s Ministries 
    LFMC Children’s Ministries in February re-
sponded to the challenges when a third service was 
added to our Sunday mornings. We are excited 
about these changes and believe they will help us 
meet the needs of our children. 
    After surveying parents of children who at-
tended Junior and Children’s Church during the 
traditional service prior to our schedule change, it 
became clear that nearly all those parents will not 
continue to attend traditional worship. 
    Therefore, no elementary children’s programs 
will be offered during our 8:30 a.m. traditional 
service. 
    Kids’ Cove, our featured children’s program, 
will take place during the 9:45 a.m. contemporary 
worship service. We encourage families with ele-

mentary-age children to bring their children to Kids’ 
Cove. 
    We have moved the check-in table into the Family 
Life Center to alleviate some of the crowding in the hall-
way. We also have moved and divided some of our small 
groups to accommodate our increasing number of chil-
dren. We are growing!!! 
    During our third service at 11:15 a.m., we will be of-
fering Diving Deeper, a program designed to help ele-
mentary-age children go deeper with God. 
    This program is for children whose parents plan to be 
at church during both the 9:45 and 11:15 service times 
on Sunday mornings. It is not intended to take the place 
of Kids’ Cove, but rather to provide additional opportu-
nities for children who already have attended Kids’ Cove 
to discuss, pray about and apply biblical principles. 




���������������	�����

Page 7 The Update 

Easter Sunday a big day for Children’s Ministries 
     LFMC’s Children’s Ministries is preparing for an 
exciting morning this Easter Sunday, March 27. 
    In addition to the many children we already have 
attending on Sunday mornings, we are planning for 
many visitors. To accommodate, we are going to offer 
Kids’ Cove twice – yes, twice! – during the 9:45 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. services. 
    And yes, the church will host an Easter Egg hunt 
during all three services. 
    Kids should tell their friends about what 
fun we have at Kids’ Cove and bring them 
for a visit! 

 
 Kids’ Cove for Parents 

Sunday, March 6 at 11 a.m. 
    Have you been curious about what your children 
are doing during Kids’ Cove? 
    Would you like to have an opportunity to learn 
more and meet the many people involved in our new 
children’s program? 
    You now can do all of the above at Kids’ Cove for 
Parents. Mark your calendar for March 6, just after 
second service. Join us in the Family Life Center for 
15 minutes of information and inspiration. 
 
CLC Honor Council and Success Celebration a Hit 
    The weather outside was frightful, but the fun in-
side was delightful!   
    On Jan. 12, despite cold weather and icy roads, 
CLC had its first Honor Council/Success Celebration 
of the year. Honor Council is a time when we cele-
brate what kids have learned in CLC. 
    This year CLC children have learned cool songs, 
performed in church, gone caroling around the church 
neighborhood at Christmas time and made lots of 
friends. They worked hard earning badges by memo-
rizing Bible verses and completing projects.  
    The kids had a great evening being recognized for 
their hard work and celebrating with fun winter 
games and refreshments. 

  
Reasons to get involved in CLC and Honor Council 
    LFMC’s fifth and sixth-grade girls – also known as 
Pacesetters – were asked why they liked being in 
CLC and what they liked best about Honor Council.   

    Katie McPherson said she liked being a part of CLC 
because she learns about God in a fun way while hang-
ing out with her friends.  
    Ashley DiBenedetto said she likes CLC because she 
learns how to be a better person for God. She also said 
she liked Honor Council because she liked seeing eve-
ryone’s accomplishments.  
    The next CLC Honor Council will be held April 27. 

Make plans to attend and celebrate our students’ 
accomplishments! 

 
 Seven children accept Christ in CLC! 

    CLC teachers presented the salvation mes-
sage to all the classes on Jan. 23.   

    Seven children prayed to receive Christ as 
their Savior and several more prayed to recom-

mit their lives to Him! Praise God! 
    Many classes made salvation bracelets to comple-
ment and enhance the gospel message that was pre-
sented. If you look around, you might see some chil-
dren wearing them. Ask them to tell you what it 
means! 
 

Kingdom Kids Choir 
    The Kingdom Kids Choir resumed rehearsals Jan. 23 
with the addition of eight new members. This is a very 
special group of dedicated children who serve in the 
worship ministry of the church.  
   The singers practice from 6-7:15 p.m. on Sunday 
evenings in the choir room. They are preparing music 
for worship services for the spring, including Easter 
and Mother’s Day.  
    The next time the Kingdom Kids Choir will sing in 
church is March 6. All children in grades 3 through 6 
who love to sing and want to serve in this ministry are 
welcome to join.  
    For more information, call Diana Ice at 842-0804. 

  
Nursery Needs 

    Do you have a passion for working with children?  
    You could spend fewer than two hours a month 
reading Bible stories, playing with trucks, completing 
puzzles and opening your heart to a child. Fifteen vol-
unteers are needed to work in the nursery once a 
month. If interested, contact Mary Moon at 331-2578 
or nursery@lfmchurch.org. 
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Lawrence Free Methodist Church 
3001 Lawrence Avenue 
Lawrence, KS  66047 
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Lawrence Free Methodist Church 
Sunday Morning Services and Programs 

 
 8:30 a.m. • Traditional Worship 
 
 9:45 a.m. • Contemporary Worship 
  • Kids’ Cove, for children  
      grades K-6 
  • Small groups for teens and  
   adults 
 
 11:15 a.m. • Contemporary Worship 
  • Diving Deeper, for children 
    grades K-6 
 

 Nursery is available 8:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 

Church Office Information 
Office Hours:  Mon. - Fri.  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Phone:  785-842-2343   

Fax:  785-842-2351 

E-mail:  info@lfmchurch.org 

Web:  www.lfmchurch.org 

Bill Bump 
Senior Pastor 

bbump@lfmchurch.org 
 

Rick Ostrander 
Adult Ministries Pastor 

rostrander@lfmchurch.org 
 

Travis Evans 
Student Ministries Pastor 
tevans@lfmchurch.org 

 
Carolyn Heacock 

Children’s Ministries Pastor 
cheacock@lfmchurch.org 

 
Angela Leal 

Program Coordinator 
aleal@lfmchurch.org 

E-mail outlet 


