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    They have needs that most other 
children don’ t, but their need for 
God is the same. 
    And that’s why Lawrence Free 
Methodist Church this spring started 
a unique new program to help dis-
abled children during Sunday morn-
ing services. 
    “Your church has just done awe-
some wonders with our children. 
It’s like they don’ t have special 
needs any more,”  said Connie Fra-
zier, whose family has been attend-
ing LFMC for the past month. 
   Their 11-year-old son Donald is 
bipolar and suffers from nine differ-
ent psychotic disorders. He needs 
someone with him at all times. 
    But it was nearly impossible for 
the Fraziers to find a church able to 

accommodate disabled children. 
    “They need God, too,”  Connie 
said. “But you’d be surprised how 
many churches don’ t want that li-
ability.”  
    Connie and her husband, Roy, 
had been attending churches sepa-
rately – one of them going to church 
while the other stayed home with 
Donald and their two other children. 
But it still wasn’ t working. 
    “We had lost hope,”  Connie said. 
    Then they heard about a new pro-
gram at LFMC, which was started 
as an offshoot to a new small group 
for special needs parents. Children’s 
Ministries Pastor Carolyn Heacock 
said a parent of a disabled child had 
told her that many parents weren’ t 

Story continued on Page 9 
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Contact The Update:     
  The Update is a monthly publication of Lawrence 
Free Methodist Church.  
    If you have story ideas, announcements, letters to 
the church or other items for the newsletter, please e-
mail them to Chris Moon at update@lfmchurch.org or 
drop materials into The Update box in the church of-
fice. The deadline for the next month’s newsletter is 
the second Sunday of the previous month. 

Letters to the Church... 
Dear LFMC, 
    Thank you SO MUCH to everyone for praying 
alongside us and supporting us over the past three 
years. Our journey to adopt has certainly been a 
rocky one. God has taught us (often we learned the 
hard way) to "trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge Him and He will make 
your paths straight" (Proverbs 3: 5-6). 
    God has so richly blessed us as we finalized our 
adoption and permanently welcomed Campbell 
Grace Carter into our family on April 7, 2005. We 
would not have had the strength to persevere had it 
not been for the overwhelming support of our 
church family. We thank you all. A very special 
thanks to the Jacobsens. You are the true image of 
a Christ-centered family and without your love, 
friendship and mentorship we would not have even 
begun this journey. 
    We love you all SO MUCH! Thanks and thanks 
and thanks again!  

Doug, Cindi, Caitlin and Campbell Carter 
 
To LFMC and Foster family, 
    I write with the deepest sympathy for the church 
family and the Foster family.  Please extend my 
condolences to the family members.   

Thank you. 
Elmi Kosasi & Shyang Tan 

Dear LFMC, 
    Thank you so much for all the love and kind 
words and for the help and food and gifts during 
the past month. I very much appreciate it. 

Sincerely, 
Joy Foster 

 
Dear Friends, 
    Thank you so much for your prayers, cards and 
visits following my surgery. Also I appreciated the 
beautiful plant. I am stronger each day. 

Sincerely,  
Dorothy Steward 

 
Dear Church Family, 
    A “ thank you”  is not adequate to express our 
appreciation for the many kind words written to 
Stan and me on the cards you filled out for our 
memory book. Our 12 years at LFMC have been 
so rich because of our church family! Being in-
volved in the TLC Country small group has been a 
high point and has sustained us through the highs 
and lows of life. We will never forget our church 
family, and we’ ll be back to visit often.   

Our love,  
Stan and Jean Bechtle 

  
P.S. Helping you as the church secretary was my 
pleasure.   

Photo, anyone? 
    It’ s time to have your picture taken for 
the pictorial directory. 
    You can have your picture taken if you 
are a new attender, regular attender who 

has never had your picture taken, or if you would like 
to update an old photo already in the directory. 
    Pictures will be taken May 1, May 15 and May 22 
in the front foyer immediately following each service. 
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    He was a man who was quick with a smile 
and a kind word and loved children. 
    He was known for telling stories – about his 
days as a youth learning about God or about his 
numerous trips abroad. Those stories would 
show up in sermons on Sunday mornings, told in 
his calming voice and never failing to bring 
home his message. 
    Those stories have been told and retold since 
the March death of Pastor David Foster, who led 
the church from 1998 to 2002. 
    Pastor Foster, 73, was killed in a car accident 
near Effingham, Ill, but it was his life that 
LFMC members cherished. 
    Pastor Foster came to the church as it strug-
gled with divisions, along both theological and 
denominational lines, said Doug Heacock, long-
time member and Worship leader for the Con-
temporary services. 
  “Pastor Foster came in when the church was 
kind of raw and bleeding and managed — just 
because of his style, his nature, his character — 
to bring some healing and calm to the situation,”  
Doug said. 
    Pastor Foster, who had served as bishop for 
the Free Methodist denomination for 12 years, 
came out of retirement to come to Lawrence 
with his wife, Joy. 
    Their impact was immediate. 
    “He held the church together,”  said Trustee’s 
chairman John Oehlert. “There was a lot of un-
certainty, and he calmed the whole atmosphere.”  
    Foster spoke most powerfully from the pulpit. 
    “That was when he really shone,”  Doug said. 
“He was able to bring in a sense of calm, like he 
was saying, ‘You know it’s been tough, but it’s 
going to be all right.’ ”  

Foster remembered fondly by others 

    Foster also was instrumental in starting 
LFMC’s contemporary service, overcoming 
some long-standing reluctance to the idea. The 
contemporary service started the church growing 
again – a trend that continues today. 
    “You would have thought, because of his age, 
he would be steeped in tradition,”  John said. 
“But he was very open minded and went after the 
stuff that mattered.”  
    And that was saving souls. In convincing 
church leaders to move forward with the contem-
porary service, Pastor Foster told the story of an 
elderly couple who attended a contemporary ser-
vice at one of his churches 
    Turned off by the rock music, they started to 
leave. That’s when they saw one of their young 
relatives – “ tattooed and pierced,”  as Doug re-
counts the story – going to the altar. “ If that’s 
what it took to get through to him, then God 
bless,”  the couple finally said. 
   “Pastor Foster was always telling stories like 
that,”  Doug said. “He said if we’ re going to reach 
out into this community at all, and especially the 
unchurched in this community, this is how we’re 
going to do it. He brought some authority.”  
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Pr imetimers:  
Spr ing Fling set for  May 9 

    It’s Spring Fling time – 
Primetimers’  6th annual event.   
   Monday, May 9, is the date 
with a 6 p.m. catered dinner in 
the Family Life Center.  Enter-
tainment will be by Marty Ed-
wards and Bob and Darra 
Collins. This year we will be 
traveling around the world in 
song. Hear all the old popular 
songs you’ve loved for years.   
    Karen Olson will be catering 
the meal. The cost will be $8.50 
per person, and reservations are 
due by May 3. Please call Bar-
bara Walden at 840-0428 or 
Wayne Schrock at 842-8832. 
 

Volunteer  Appreciation Breakfast 
set for  May 21 

    Saturday, May 21, 2005 
    8-10 a.m. 

    We appreciate you and your 
partnership in ministry with us 
this past year. Whether you have 
ministered on a weekly basis or 
for an hour or two, your contri-
bution to building God’s King-
dom is vital! 
    As a token of thanks from the 
Pastoral Staff, we’d like to in-
vite you to bring your family to 
the church anytime between 8 
and 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 
21, and have a quick breakfast 
with us at no charge. 
    RSVP by May 16 by calling 

the church office at 842-2343 or 
e-mailing the church at 
info@lfmchurch.org. 
    Once again, thank you from 
the Pastoral Staff! 
 

“ Meet at City Hall”   
Scheduled for  May 5  

    The church is invited by the 
American Family Association to 
participate in the 20th annual 
“Meet at City Hall”  event that 
will be held on the National Day 
of Prayer on May 5 from 12:20 
p.m. to 12:40 p.m.   
    At thousands of city halls 
across the country, individuals 
will gather to pray for a moral 
rebirth in our country. 
    Simply show up at city hall at 
12:20 p.m. on May 5 and spend 
20 minutes in prayer. 
    Also, AFA highly recom-
mends Max Lucado©s new book 
“Turn,”  which has been selected 
as the 2005 National Day of 
Prayer book.  
    Lucado issues a clarion call to 
Christians to return to the 
Source of our personal and na-
tional blessings. It is especially 
timely in the light of recent 
events — the tsunami, the Terri 
Schiavo case and the passing of 
Pope John Paul II, a devout ad-
vocate for life and decency. 
    For more information about 
the National Day of Prayer, visit 
www.NationalDayOfPrayer.org. 

New additions to the L ibrary  
    Thirty-eight new resources have 
been added to the church library.  
Below is a sample. For a complete 
list, visit ww.lfmchurch.org. 
 

By James Dobson: 
Bringing Up Boys Video  
Seminar Leader’s Guide 

 
By J.I. Packer & C. Nystrom: 

Never Beyond Hope 
 

By Mindy MacDonald: 
Jesus and the 12 Dudes who Did 

7 Days of Creation 
 

By Jim Ryun and sons: 
Heroes Among Us 

 
By Cindy Dingwall: 
Bible Time with Kids 

 
By Tracy Harrast: 

Picture That! Bible Storybook 
 

By Tim LaHaye & Jerry Jenkins: 
Rising 

 
By Bernadette Keaggy: 
Deeper Shade of Grace 

 
By Dave & Neta Jackson: 

Traitor in the Tower 
 

By Anne Graham Lotz: 
Just Give Me Jesus 

 
By Graham, Lucado, et al: 

Unsolved Miracles 
 

By Karen Kingsbury: 
One Tuesday Morning 

Oceans Apart 
Treasury of Christmas Miracles 

Maggie’s Miracle 
Gideon’s Gift 

Redemption (with Gary Smalley) 
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Chr istian L ife and Service Seminars 
“ Making More & Better Disciples”  

   
CLASS 301  

Discovering My SHAPE for Ministry    
Sunday, May 1 from 3-7 p.m. 

    Every member of our church is a minister. This is what 
CLASS 301 is all about.    
    Through the SHAPE process, you’ ll learn how God can 
use your spiritual gifts, passion, abilities, personality and 
experience to minister to others in need. 
    There is a $5 materials fee. Scholarships are available. 
 

 CLASS 401  
Sharing Your Life Mission   

Sunday, May 22 from 3:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
    Learn to develop and share your testimony.  
    Begin to share your faith conversationally with your 
friends. Discover how you can become part of God©s work 
in the world. An evening meal will be provided.  
    There is a $5 materials fee. Scholarships are available. 
 

CLASS 101  
Introduction to our Church Family  

Sunday, June 5 from 3-6 p.m. 
    You were designed to be a part of a church family, and 
that’s exactly what LFMC Church is intended to be. That’s 
why we want to share with you what we believe and where 
we’re going.  
     This is a great opportunity to learn about our church 
and get to know others. You don’ t have to become a mem-
ber to attend – it’s just for your information. We’ ll explain 
what we believe, how we operate, and the history of our 
church. 
    
    Note: Pre-registration is necessary. You can register for 
seminars by marking your communication card, by calling 
the church office at 842-2343 or by visiting our website at 
www.lfmchurch.org. Please indicate if you need child care. 

S.O.S. Helping Out 
    Saints of Service is up and running.   
    A number of men in the church 
would enjoy helping out senior saints, 
single moms and widows with tasks 
around the house or yard.  If you have 
a need, contact Jeff Herman at 842-
2838 or herm66049@yahoo.com. 
 

Coming Up 
    In April, eight people from the 
church traveled to the Dominican Re-
public to help build a home for chil-
dren. Read about it in the next Update. 
 

Prayer  Focus For  May 
    The 54th Annual National Day of 
Prayer is May 5.  
    LFMC would like to join together 
this month with other voices around 
our nation. The prayer theme for this 
year is "God shed his grace on thee."   
    Our nation was founded on prayer, 
and it will continue to stand strong 
with prayer. On the National Day of 
Prayer, join with your family, co-
workers and millions of Americans 
and come boldly before the throne of 
grace on behalf of all America.   
    Let us corporately lift our voices to 
the Lord to pray, “God shed his grace 
on thee."  
    "Let us then approach the throne of 
grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help 
us in our time of need."  

— Hebrews 4:16 
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    In February, Katie Heacock 
and Erin Larive started a deeper 
group called Passion for Junior 
High and High School girls.   
    Their topic of study? Purity – 
empowering girls against lust, 
and giving them a picture of their 
knight in shinning armor.   
    These girls read through Dan-
nah Gresh’s And the Bride Wore 
White, watched a video series 
called “Purity’s Power”  by Lisa 
Bevere and had several large and 
small group discussions. 
    Katie, the main dream caster 
for this group said, “ I was just 
disgusted with the world, and 
how much you can’ t find purity 
in it. So I envisioned a girls 
group to be able to empower girls 
to be pure, despite everything in 

the world that is against it.”    
    Katie said the group focused 
on accountability with girls able 
to share freely with each other. 
    Here’s what some of the par-
ticipants had to say: 
    “ It really helped me on deci-
sion making, and to help me un-
derstand my limitations.  It 
helped me understand that I need 
to make it clear to a guy to know 
how far is too far.  My favorite 
part of the study was being able 
to ask questions.  I felt comfort-
able there with girls my age who 
are going through the same 
thing.”  – Haley, 7th grade 
    “Thanks so much for helping 
me learn about purity. It©s really 
changed my views, and I©ve de-
cided I’m going to marry a Chris-

tian guy. I also have made so 
many changes and I am so proud 
to say I©m an innocent little girl!”  
– Amanda, 7th grade 
    “ I learned about how to be-
come a stronger woman of God 
and how to protect my body to-
ward purity. I wish we had had 
this group when I was younger 
because the information was so 
good.”  – Melissa, junior 
     This summer, deeper groups 
will continue. Any teenage girl is 
welcome. Passion, the junior 
high group, will read The Case 
for Christ by Lee Strobel. Crave, 
the high school group, will be 
studying a New Testament book 
focusing on what it means to 
have Christ in you. The group 
also will read The Case for Christ. 

Teen Passion Group Seeks Purity 
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May Student Calendar: 

May 1:   

May 8:    

  

May 15:  

 

May 22:  

  

 

May 27 

May 29:   

May 30   

 

 

May 7:   

 

 The Altar  

    Students will be going to The Altar 

this year at YouthFront Camp South 

on May 28.  The Altar is all about tak-

ing a day to totally focus on God in an 

intimate setting.  The day will be full 

of prayer, song, experiential worship 

and His creation. Students will leave 

the church at 8 a.m. Bring a sack 

lunch for the day. We will cook out 

together for dinner. The cost is $25 

per person. Contact Travis at 842-

2343 or tevans@lfmchurch.org with 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Missions Support 

    Toiletries, simple clothing, school 

supplies and food items are things that 

don’ t come easily for the people of 

Croc, Mexico. As LFMC students pre-

pare for their summer missions trip to 

Croc, they are collecting these items. 

Visit the Student Ministries table in 

the foyer to learn more. 

Lighthouse 5:30 p.m.  

Lighthouse Worship Night 5:30 p.m. 

Mothers Day…Don’t forget!! 

Lawrence Graduation 

Lighthouse 5:30 p.m. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 

Eudora Graduation 

Lighthouse 5:30 p.m. 

The Altar at YouthFront 

Lighthouse 5:30 p.m.  

Memorial Day 

Other events:   

YouthFront Worship Night…See 

www.youthfrontzone.com for details. 

(Not an FMY sponsored event) 

Graduate Recognition  

    LFMC Student Ministries will 

be recognizing graduates during 

Sunday services on May 22. 

Graduates should call Travis Ev-

ans at 842-2343 or email him at 

tevans@lfmchurch.org. We will 

need to know the name of the 

graduate, the school they are graduating from, and the ser-

vice in which they would like to be recognized. 
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    Core Value: Patience: Wait-
ing until later for what you want 
now. 
    In May, Kids’  Cove students 
will be learning about patience. 
Each week they will learn about 
how someone in the Bible either 
succeeded or failed because of 
patience or a lack thereof. 
    May 1 – Not enough patience 
resulted in the children of Israel 
worshipping the golden calf.   
    May 8 – Hannah’s patience 
and prayers resulted in her son 
Samuel being born and becom-

ing a great leader of Israel.  
    May 15 – Loss of patience 
resulted in a lost battle during 
Joshua’s time.   
    May 22 – King Saul’s impa-
tience resulted in disobedience. 
In so doing, he lost his kingdom.     
    Don’ t forget to ask for your 
child’s God Time Card and Re-
frigerator Card each week! 
These are excellent tools for par-
ents to reinforce what their chil-
dren have been taught and to 
engage their children in spiritual 
discussions. 

May’s Virtue of the Month:  Patience 

Memory Verse:  

“ Wait for the Lord; be 

strong and take heart and 

wait for the Lord.”   

— Psalm 27:14 (NIV) 

    More than 200 children enjoyed 
Easter morning at LFMC. 
    More than 3,600 candy-filled eggs 
were hidden and then discovered in a 
record amount of time. Children 
watched video excerpts from the life 
of Jesus, culminating in the good 
news that He is alive! 
    A big thanks goes to the many vol-
unteers who made it all a success – 
you were an important part in our 
growing children’s ministry. 

Easter Sunday a 
Huge Success in 

Children’s Ministries 
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Story Continued from Page 1 
able to find churches they were 
comfortable with. 
    “ I felt like God was saying, ‘ I 
want your church to do whatever 
it takes to make these families 
feel welcomed, to provide for the 
needs of their children so that the 
parents can worship, be in small 
groups, and grow closer to me,’ ”  
Carolyn said. 
    And just like that, three fami-
lies with special needs children 
showed up for church on the 
same Sunday – including the 
Fraziers. The church provided 
one-on-one help for each of 
those children, helping them to 
get through Kids’  Cove. 
    “Now we can sit through our 
entire Sunday school class and 
sit through the worship service 
and not worry about Donald,”  
Connie said. 

    Donald even sang recently 
with the children’s choir. “ It’s 
the first time he’s done anything 
like that,”  Connie said. 
    Carolyn said the new families 
now are getting connected to 
small groups and other ministries 
in the church. 
    Sarah Sandoval, mother of a 
special needs son who is now 
attending LFMC called it “ the 
best program in a church I’ ve 
come across.”  Her son Sammy 
has several developmental dis-
abilities. 
    Sarah said she’s been to most 
churches in Lawrence and “been 
shunned, driven away and treated 
badly because of Samuel’s dif-
ferences.”  
    Of LFMC, she said, “ I feel this 
could be a barrier-breaker for the 
church and the community, as 
well as the disabled population.”  

    Help still is needed for spe-
cial needs children at LFMC – 
both on Sunday mornings and 
Thursday nights. For more in-
formation, call Cindy Tedlock at 
832-9296 or email her at rted-
lock@prodigy.net.  

LFMC Welcomes Children with Special Needs 

May 29 is Beach Day at Kids’  Cove 
    Kids’  Cove is headed to the beach on 
May 29. 
    It’s going to be Beach Day! Kids are 
encouraged to invite their friends and 
bring their beach towels to have a fun 
morning relaxing as a big group, playing 
a few games and watching a video to-
gether. 
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Lawrence Free Methodist Church 
3001 Lawrence Avenue 
Lawrence, KS  66047 
 
Return Service Requested 
 

Lawrence Free Methodist Church 
Sunday Morning Services and Programs 

 
 8:30 a.m. • Traditional Worship 
 
 9:45 a.m. • Contemporary Worship 
  • Kids’  Cove, for children  
      grades K-6 
  • Small groups for teens and  
   adults 
 
 11:15 a.m. • Contemporary Worship 
  • Diving Deeper, for children 
    grades K-6 
 

 Nursery is available 8:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 

Church Office Information 
Office Hours:  Mon. - Fri.  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Phone:  785-842-2343   

Fax:  785-842-2351 

E-mail:  info@lfmchurch.org 

Web:  www.lfmchurch.org 

E-mail outlet 

Bill Bump 
Senior Pastor 

bbump@lfmchurch.org 
 

Rick Ostrander  
Adult Ministries Pastor 

rostrander@lfmchurch.org 
 

Travis Evans 
Student Ministries Pastor 
tevans@lfmchurch.org 

 
Carolyn Heacock 

Children’s Ministries Pastor 
cheacock@lfmchurch.org 

 
Angela Leal 

Program Coordinator 
aleal@lfmchurch.org 


