
The Update 

June 2005 

�� Update on the 

Ayta Abellen  

    partnership 

�� Learn about the 

exciting activities 

the Youth Minis-

tries will offer for 

teens this summer 

�� CLC celebrates a 

terrific year  

�� Children’s Minis-

tries will have its 

first Party in the 

Park this month 

Church  

     highlights 

��  News 2 

�� Adult  
   Ministries 

3 

�� Youth  
    Ministries 

4 

�  Children’s 
Ministries 

5-7 

�� Contacts 8 

This issue 
    Eight missionaries from Law-
rence Free Methodist Church spent 
a week in April making life better 
for orphans in the Dominican Re-
public, and they learned a bit about 
themselves, too. 
    “It was a real eye-opener,” said 
J.R. Condra. “You don’t have to be 
there very long to realize how you 
are very fortunate in this country.”  
The group worked with Kids Alive 
International to start work on a 
home within a new orphanage com-
plex in the town of Constanza. 
    The foundation already had been 
dug for the 1,200 square foot struc-
ture. LFMC missionaries spent four 
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Missionaries 
visit Dominican  

Republic 

�� Don’t miss this great opportunity to hear 
firsthand how God is working in our church! 

�� Church-wide potluck at 6 p.m. 
�� Come celebrate what God has been doing in 

our ministries! 
�� Hear exciting stories of life change and answered prayer. 
�� Society will vote on Nominating Committee. 
�� Please bring a main dish and a salad or dessert to share. 

days building the cinder block 
walls and pouring the foundation. 
    Of course, all of it was by hand. 
    “They don’t get backhoes out 
there,” said Steve Luthye. 
    But the group said the elbow  
grease was worth it. 

Story continued on Page 3 
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Contact The Update:     
  The Update is a monthly publication of Law-
rence Free Methodist Church.  
    If you have story ideas, announcements, let-
ters to the church or other items for the news-
letter, please e-mail them to Chris Moon at up-
date@lfmchurch.org or drop materials into The 
Update box in the church office. The deadline 
for the next month’s newsletter is the second 
Sunday of the previous month. 

Ministry Board Update 
    The Ministry Board met May 17.   
    They discussed the status of the capital cam-
paign for the Phase 2 parking lot and building 
improvements. The Ministry Board approved a 
motion to proceed with the parking lot expansion 
as soon as the contractor was available. 
    Board members also spent time talking with 
Travis Evans, who shared his strategic plan for 
Student Ministries in 2005. 
    The next meeting will be June 7. 

    In other missions news, 
several from LFMC made a trip 

in November 2004 to help Roger and 
Vangie Stone in their work among the Ayta 
Abellen people in the Philippines. The Stones 
are Wycliffe Bible translators. 
    Those from LFMC spent 12 days doing tu-
berculosis screening, building classroom and 
office space and teaching English.  
    Since then, a single donation has allowed 
for the creation of the Ayta Abellen Chil-
dren’s Education Fund, which will pay the 
$10-per-month bus fare for children in the 
Stones’ village to attend school beyond the 
sixth grade.  
    Also, 200 pictures of children from the vil-

lage are now on refrigerator magnets in homes 
in the United States – the focal point of 
prayers for the other side of the world. A 
video/CD also has been produced showing the 
highlights of last fall’s missions trip. 
     Roger Stone has provided the following 
update: 
    “Basically what has happened here is that 
the spark of interest in Bible translation that 
we saw before has turned into a flame. Now 
we have organized into a translation commit-
tee and they are working three full days a 
week in the new building, that your team 
helped build. They are learning about com-
puters and are really pumped about it.”  

Ayta Abellen Partnership Update  

Headphones, anyone? 
Has anyone seen any headphones around the church? Both sets of 
headphones belonging to the church media team have disappeared. 
They are normally used in the Family Life Center and the Sanctuary. 
If you have seen them or accidentally picked them up, please let the 
church office know or email mediaministry@lfmchurch.org. Thanks! 
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Story continued from Page 1 
    They visited a similar orphanage in a neighbor-
ing town – this one complete with eight buildings, 
all housing about 10 children each. 
    The children were from families without par-
ents or with parents who faced drug addictions or, 
simply, apathy toward their children. 
    But in the orphanage, each building was 
painted a bright color, the children had food, 
clothing and Christian lessons to help turn their 
lives around. Each child can be sponsored from 
the United States for $60 a month. 
    “That made you feel good to go back and work 
on a house when you know that in six to eight 
months from now it will be full of kids – a new 
life for them,” Condra said. 
    He said he decided to go on the trip after par-
ticipating in LFMC’s “40 Days of Purpose” last 
fall, which encouraged Christians to step out of 
their comfort zones to spread God’s word among 

non-believers. 
    Condra said he is introverted by nature – “But 
I’d recommend a missions trip to anybody.” 
    He said he now appreciates the work of full-
time missionaries. Those the group worked with 
were actually taking a three-year leave of absence 
from good jobs in the United States. 
    “These are people who could have a nice com-
fortable life in the U.S. But they decided to do 
something for a few years for someone else,” 
Condra said. 
    He also said he learned to appreciate the ameni-
ties that come with living in the United States. 
Back in the Dominican Republic, some families 
cram into homes that could fit inside a typical 
master bedroom here. 
    Luthye agreed. 
    “It teaches you that material things are not the 
source of happiness. These people don’t have a 
lot, but they are just the happiest people,” he said. 
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June Student Calendar: 

June 5:   

June 12:  

June 13-22:    

June 19:  

June 20-25:   

June 26:   

Deeper Groups to Meet this Summer 
    How are YOU going to spend your summer? 
Kick back, relax, enjoy all the great things that 
warm weather has to offer? Why not take one 
night a week to dig deeper into your relationship 
with God?   
    Deeper Groups will be available for all ages 
this summer, giving students an opportunity to 
go deep into God’s word, experiencing the  
wonder of His great story.   
    These groups begin in June. If interested,  
contact Travis at 842-2343, or email him at  
tevans@lfmchurch.org. 
 

Croc Trip Donations Strong 
    LFMC youth are very grateful for all of the 
donations towards our Croc, Mexico, trip this 
month. The response has been overwhelming! 
    Students will continue to collect items until 
they leave. They are looking for toiletries, sum-
mer clothes, toys and some limited food items to 
feed us while we work.   
     Please find a list of these needed items on our 
Student Ministries table in the foyer on Sunday 
mornings. Donations can be left in the box un-
derneath that table.  
 

2005 Summer Kickoff Party 
    Summer is here! Students will kick into sum-
mer gear at 5:30 p.m., June 5  at Dad Perry Park, 
near Harvard and Monterey Way.  They will be 
cooking out at the North Shelter.   
    The party will welcome this year’s sixth grad-
ers to the Youth Ministry. Parents are invited to 
come meet the staff and hear about the events 
planned for summer. 
    Mark your calendars, and wear clothes that 
can get WET!!  You can never predict the cli-
mate of these parties…a water balloon storm 
could easily work its way into the forecast!!    

Summer Kick-off Party 5:30 p.m.  

Lighthouse Game Night 

Croc, Mexico Missions Trip 

Lighthouse in the FLC 

Jr. High Camp at YouthFront West 

Lighthouse in the FLC 

Croc, Mexico Missions Trip    
    Thirteen high school students, six college stu-
dents, three adults, and a week of work in Croc, 
Mexico. Students will be visiting Mexico, for a 
summer missions trip June 13-22. 
    They will haul loads of donations on their 24-
hour drive to the south – the first youth missions 
trip outside the United States in six years. 
    They will build a home for a family in need, 
put together a thrift store with items collected in 
Lawrence and help with a local vacation Bible 
school. 
     The payoff will be huge. 
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     About 140 people gathered 
April 27 to celebrate a year of 
success in CLC.  
     The CLC'ers were excited to 
show their parents, grandparents 
and friends what they learned 
through music, quoting pledges 
and the badges they received. 
Some top awards were given to 
students who earned all 18 
badges (2 years) in their group.   
    The Todd award was given to 
Lucas Mackey, Scott Frantz and 
Camden Leary for earning all 
badges during their years as 
Pathfinders (grades 1-2).   
    The Fairbairn Award went to 

Katie Jacobsen for her years as a 
Trailblazer  (grades 3-4).   
The Roberts Award went to 
Pacesetters (grades 5-6) Mack 
Hartwell, Whitney Chase, Lexie 
Roush, Katie McPherson and 
Nicole Rogier.   
    The top award of the night, 
the John Wesley Medallion, 
went to Katie McPherson and 
Nicole Rogier for earning all 

badges from 1-6 grades! Katie 
and Nicole, who both have 
moved away from Lawrence in 
the past year, earned this award 
by finishing their badges long 
distance through e-mail with 
their Pacesetter teacher.   
     Congratulations to both Katie 
and Nicole for their hard work 
over the past six years! 
     Thank you to all of the won-
derful CLC teachers, helpers and 
dinner crew. We could not have 
had such a successful year as we 
have had without them. 
    CLC will start up again in the 
fall. 

CLC celebrates successful year 
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    Core value: Humility —
Putting others first by giving up 
what you think you deserve. 
    Learning that life is not all 
about you is not easy.   
    It takes time to help children 
(and adults) realize that putting 
others first is the best way to 
live. In Kids’ Cove this month, 
children will be introduced to 
Bible stories about people who 
were or weren’t humble.  
    Using stories such as the 
Tower or Babel and the proud 
Pharisee, children will get a 

chance to discuss what it means 
to put others first by giving up 
with they think they deserve.   
    Parents are encouraged to 
read the Bible stories with their 
children and to talk about their 
meaning and how they can be 
applied. 
    Also, if parents have any suc-
cess stories to report about using 
their God Time Cards and their 
Refrigerator Cards – such as 
special lessons learned – they 
should tell their children’s group 
leader. The church is collecting 

Kids’ Cove to Explore Humility in June 

Memory Verse:  

“Do nothing out of selfish 

ambition or vain conceit, 

but in humility consider 

others better than  

yourselves.”  

— Philippians 2:3 (NIV) 

VBS Set to Be an African Adventure 
     This summer, LFMC kids are going to take a 
walk on the wild side at Kingdom of the Son Va-
cation Bible School!  
    During this spectacular prayer safari, kids will 
journey into the Serengeti – the magnificent grass-
land region of Tanzania and Kenya. They’ll dis-
cover exotic animals, create safari crafts, play ex-
citing games, sing upbeat songs and enjoy deli-
cious safari snacks!   
    And while kids are having safari fun, they’ll 
also learn to talk to God as they explore the 
Lord’s Prayer and go on an expedition into the 
pages of God’s Word. 
    VBS isn’t just for children who already attend 
our church. LFMC is gearing up for 200 children 
because we know this is going to be an incredibly 
fun week where all children can make friends and 
connect with God. Be thinking now about who 
your child can invite. 
    Children entering kindergarten through sixth 

grade are invited to participate in VBS. Regis-
tration will take place on Sunday mornings, be-
ginning mid-June, or on the church website. 
    Junior and senior high students will be help-
ing out in many different ways to make VBS an 
amazing adventure!  If you will be in 7th-12th 
grade next year and would like to get involved, 
please call Mandy Grosdidier at 331-4457.    

July 18-22, 2005 
6-8:30 p.m. 
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in the Park 
 

 It’s that time again 
Time for what? 

Why the children’s ministries 

First Summer Picnic/Potluck 

 
 Get out your calendars 

And mark June 26th 
Your children will not want 

To be left out of this mix 
 

 The location is set 
At West Dad Perry Park West 

We’ll arrive after church 
And party till dark 

 
 Grab a ball, grab a frisbee 

A racket or two 
Some food, lots of friends 
Maybe a relative or two 

 
 Snag blankets and chairs 

Whatever it takes 
For this party is one 

That is sure to be great!! 
 
    Families with elementary or pre-
school children are invited to LFMC’s 
“Party in the Park” from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, June 26, at Dad Perry Park 
West (near Monterey Way & Harvard). 
The meal will be a potluck. Bring a 
main dish and salad or dessert. 

Make a First Impression 
    The best gift our church can give preschoolers is the 
impression that God made them, God loves them and 
Jesus wants to be their friend forever.   
   If you are looking for a way to make a lifelong im-
pact on a child, we encourage you to be a part of a 
growing team of volunteers who are not only caring 
for children, but are also helping parents have the time 
to get to know Jesus better. We have openings in the 
nursery during 2nd and 3rd services.   We are also look-
ing for people to help register children between the 
services.  If you are interested in serving, please call 
Mary Moon at (785) 235-0091 or e-mail nurs-
ery@lfmchurch.org. 
 

June 5 is Promotion Sunday 
    On June 5, a wonderful group of sixth-graders will 
officially move up to junior high at Lawrence Free 
Methodist Church. They will be looking forward to Jr. 
High Camp, summer youth activities and much more. 
    The rest of our Kids’ Cove kids will be officially 
promoted as well. Some will move up a grade with 
their same small group leader while others will have 
new leaders. 
 

Children’s Ministries Workshop 
Helping Special Needs Children at Church 

Thursday, June 2, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
    Children’s Ministries volunteers are encouraged to 
attend a workshop June 2 about helping special needs 
children at church. 
     Small group leaders and assistants, helpers for spe-
cial needs children, nursery committee members, nurs-
ery workers and parents are invited to the workshop, 
which will be held from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The meeting 
will outline the vision and ministry plan for special 
needs children. 
    Contact Trish Cottrell with questions at 965-2899.  
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Lawrence Free Methodist Church 
Sunday Morning Services and Programs 

 
 8:30 a.m. • Traditional Worship 
 
 9:45 a.m. • Contemporary Worship 
  • Kids’ Cove for children  
      grades K-6 
  • Small groups for teens and  
   adults 
 
 11:15 a.m. • Contemporary Worship 
  • Diving Deeper for children 
    grades K-6 
 

 Nursery is available 8:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 

Church Office Information 
Office Hours:  Mon. - Fri.  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Phone:  785-842-2343   

Fax:  785-842-2351 

E-mail:  info@lfmchurch.org 

Web:  www.lfmchurch.org 

E-mail outlet 

Bill Bump 
Senior Pastor 

bbump@lfmchurch.org 
 

Rick Ostrander 
Adult Ministries Pastor 

rostrander@lfmchurch.org 
 

Travis Evans 
Student Ministries Pastor 
tevans@lfmchurch.org 

 
Carolyn Heacock 

Children’s Ministries Pastor 
cheacock@lfmchurch.org 

 
Angela Leal 

Program Coordinator 
aleal@lfmchurch.org 


