A publication of Lawrence Free Methodist Church

April 2005

The Update

|nformation meeting set for April 10

The congregation can weigh in on
upcoming capital improvementsto
Lawrence Free Methodist Church dur-
ing an April 10 informational meeting.

The 6 p.m. meeting will include a
potluck dinner at the church. Members
of the Ministry Board will discuss
various improvements that will be
coming during the next year.

The church recently expanded to
three Sunday services that are high-
lighted by a quickly growing chil-
dren’s program. As the parking lot and
classrooms continue to fill, church
leaders are looking for ways to sustain
the growth.

The answer: Expansion.

“We can’t continue to grow if we
don’t have any placeto grow to,” said
John Oehlert, chairman of the LFMC
Board of Trustees.

The upcoming improvements will
come in two phases.

The first phase involves expanding
the church’s current parking lot by 35
to 38 spaces. The expansion will come

on the east side of the church by
enlarging the current staff parking lot
to the north.

Thereis no timetable established for
the parking lot expansion, which will
cost roughly $55,000, Oehlert said.

Alsoincluded in Phase 1 are up-
grades to the Family Life Center for
the children’s program and a new
screen and projector in the sanctuary.

“We want to move on those as soon
aswe can,” Oehlert said.

Phase 2 is more ambitious.

It involves adding onto the nursery
wing of the church with athree-story
structure, including a basement, to help
expand classroom space for Children’s
Ministry’s new Kids Cove program.

The church also will expand the foyer
and is seeking to create more parking
on the north side of the existing park-
ing lot.

Fund raising for Phase 2 will begin
thisfall. Construction is dated to start
in March 2006. Thereis no estimated
cost for the second phase at thistime.
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L etters to the Church...

LFMC Family,

Thanks so much for the beautiful plant sent to us at
the time of my mother’s passing. Thanks to Pastor
Rick for his prayers and kind words. We so appreci-
ated the cards and prayers. When you lose aloved
one, it’s so much easier when you have a church fam-
ily for support. We appreciate each one of you.

Yoursin Christ,
Bud & Dot Johnson & family

From Kids Cove:

We would like to thank the Salty Iguana restaurant
for the cool surf board sign. We write our scripture
memory verses on it for Kids' Cove every week. And
thanks to Randy and Melissa Mullis for the amazing
Kids Cove neon sign. We praise God that He is put-
ting together a great stage for Kids' Cove.

LFMC Family,

God sure does answer prayers hereat LFMC! On
February 20, LFMC began offering three worship
servicesin order to meet the needs of a growing at-
tendance. That meant the nursery staff would have to
grow aswell.

We prayed and asked for help, and you responded!
What a blessing! We have grown to 135 volunteers
serving in the nursery. That could only happen with a
lot of prayer and many people willing to servein this
important ministry area.

Because of your willingnessto serve, we are able
to allow parents the opportunity to worship and serve
in our church knowing their children arein a safe
and loving environment. Thank you so much for
your prayers and your service!

God bless!
Mary Moon, LFMC Nursery Director

Photo, anyone?

for the pictoria directory.

Russ Berland

It's time to have your picture taken

Y ou can have your picture taken if

Contact The Update:
The Update is a monthly publication of
Lawrence Free Methodist Church.
If you have story ideas, announcements,

letters to the church or other items for the
newsd etter, please e-mail them to Chris
Moon at update@Ifmchurch.org or drop
materiasinto The Update box in the
church office. The deadline for the next
month’ s newd etter is the second Sunday of
the previous month.

you are a new attender, regular atten-
der who has never had your picture
taken, or if you would like to update
an old photo aready in the directory.
Pictures will be taken May 1, May
15 and May 22 in the front foyer im-
mediately following each service.

C
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W Ministry Board Update...
‘ \Z.” On the Web: The Ministry Board met March 8.

Karen Heeb led atime of devotion discussed ways for the Ministry Board
heck h _ about Becoming a Best Friend to to improve its communication with
c fe'I?h Olljt Ej ? CLkJ)rrent _It$ue God. We continued to discuss waysto the congregation. As aresult of this
c\)/vwvfl frﬁcﬁu?cﬁ/ c;/rl S'alnn(? address our need for more parking, there will be a Communication Forum
A e 9 provide for needed upgrades to our on April 3 at 6:00 p.m. The next Min-
clicking on “News & . . . . :
Calendar” facility and make room for the growth istry Board Meeting will be April 12.

v

of theKids' Cove program. We also
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Former Pastor and Church Leader Dies at 73

Lawrence Free Methodist Church
and the entire Free Methodist com-
munity lost one of its own last
month when former LFMC Pastor
David Foster was killed in a car
accident. Pastor Foster, 73, died
from injuries from an accident near
Effingham, III.

He was born in 1932 in Fancher,
Il., and graduated from Greenville
Collegein lllinoiswith adegree in
ministry. He received amaster’s
degree in marriage and family
counseling from Azusa Pacific Col-
legein California and later a doc-
torate in church administration
from Claremont School of Theol-
ogy in Southern California.

Pastor Foster had served as pas-
tor at churchesin Illinois; Downey,

Cadlif.; Denver; and at the Sesttle
Pacific University Church. He
served several years as pastor of
LFMC.

He had lived in Lawrence since
1998.

He was superintendent for the
Northwest Conference of the Free
Methodist Church for nine years.
He was bishop of the Free Method-
ist denomination for 12 years and
received the honor of bishop emeri-
tus when heretired. He had spoken
in more than 60 countries as a
church representative.

He married Joy Clark in 1952 in
Alton, Ill. Other survivorsinclude
three daughters, a son, asister and
nine grandchildren.

Memoria services were held
March 19 at the church.

More information about Pastor
Foster's serviceto LFMC will
appear in the May newsletter.

April prayer focus

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citi-

zens with God's people and member s of God's household, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
chief cornerstone. In himthe whole building is joined together and rises
to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built

together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit."
— Ephesians 2:19

We have much to be excited about focus must be our unity in Christ.

as seekers make their first commit-
ment to Christ, as we all become
better disciples, and as our church
family grows. Pray for our Pastors
and church staff, lay leaders, teach-
ersand al parts of this body.

We have our differences and own
opinions, but the most important

We al love the same God who is
the Father of usall. May this be our
focusfor April.

May we be "joined together be-
coming a holy templein our Lord
being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his

Spirit."

Volunteer swanted

Mothers of Preschoolersis
looking for some volunteersto
work in our children’s program,
MOPPETS.

Volunteers would help super-
vise the children while their
mothers meet down the hall.
Some of the activitieswould in-
clude free play, snacks, crafts and
aBible-based lesson. Childrenin
the program range from O to 6
yearsold.

Please contact Melissa Howard
if you are interested at 832-9602
or mmhoward@sunflower.com.
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ADULT MINISTRIES:
Parenting Forum

The April 5 Parenting Forum will include a book
for dad and a book for mom. John Eldredge, in his
book “What Every Father Needsto Know,” shares
the two questions that only a dad can answer for his
children and explains why dads are the most power-
ful maninachild slife.

Carol Kuykendall’s book “Loving and Letting
Go,” talks about letting go as one of the most impor-
tant and difficult challenges of parenting.

On May 3, the forum will discuss “ making memo-
ries’ with your family and the book “How to Really
Love Your Child,” by Ross Campbell. A revision of
his 1977 classic, this book will help parentslearn the
importance of demonstrating love to their children
with positive eye contact, physical touch, focused
attention, and spiritua nurturing. In addition, thereis
anew chapter about handling a child’s anger.

The parenting forum gives parents the opportunity
to read a series of books by authors who provide
valuableinsightsinto family life. The forum meets
from 7 to 9 p.m. the first Tuesday of each month.
Attendance at every forumisn't required. Y ou may
choose one or more based on your needs.

For details, pick up abrochure at the Adult Minis-
tries Station in the foyer or call Tom or Susan Hois-
ington at 843-7660.

Clothing Swap

The Spring All-Church Clothing & Miscellaneous
Items Exchange will be held in the Family Life Cen-
ter on April 29 from 1 to 5 p.m. and April 30 from 9
am. to 1 p.m. No money will be exchanged.

We read in Acts 2:42-47 that one aspect of the fel-
lowship of believersin the early church was voluntar-
ily sharing their goods to meet each others' needs.
Thisisthe purpose. We invite you to bring all the
items your family can no longer wear. We aso wel-
come everyone in the church to come and select
items for their families. Y ou don’'t have to bring
clothing in order to shop for items.

If you can help, please sign up at the Information
Center or call Anna Marie Hickock at 887-6663.

YOUTH MINISTRIES:
Serve Day 2005

LFMC youth will be participating in Serve Day on
April 16. They will be working from 9 am. to 4 p.m.
to serve people in the church and community. During
the weeks before Serve Day, teens will be seeking
sponsors for their work to raise money for summer
camp and missions trips.

Those with projects for the youth or those who
would like to sponsor ateen should contact Travis
Evans at 842-2343 or tevans@Ifmchurch.org.

Royals Buck Night

There' s no better night to go to a Royals game
than Buck Night! We're going on April 23. The
game starts at 6:10 p.m., so the youth will meet in the
church parking lot at 4 p.m. to head out.

The cost is $10 per ticket — and, of course, how-
ever much extra cash you want to bring for $1 hot
dogs, Pepsi’ s and peanuts.

Permission forms will be available at Lighthouse
and on the Web site. Adultsinterested in driving
teens to the stadium should contact Travis Evans at
842-2343 or tevans@Ifmchurch.org.

Spring Plant Sale
Spring is here, and it’ s time to bring your

yard back to life! LFMC youth will hold a

Spring Plant Sale on April 30 in the Family

Life Center. Business will open at 8 am.

and continue until the flowers run out!
Profits will be split among the youth working the

saleto help pay for camps and missionstrips.

Missions Dinner

Please join usfor our Missions Dinner at 6 p.m.
April 15th in the Family Life Center. You'll have an
opportunity to meet our student missionaries as they
serve the meal, share past experiences and talk about
the plans for the summer. We'll be accepting dona-
tionsin an effort to raise the funds we need for our
trips to the Quad Cities and Croc, Mexico. Childcare
will be provided. Call Travis at 842-2343 if you have
any questions.
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Students Exceed Goal during 30-Hour Famine

Twenty-six LFMC students raised $9,276 in Febru-
ary during the 30-Hour Famine, and money till is
coming in.

The government will multiply the cash by seven be-
foreit is sent overseas, making it agrand total of
$64,936.

The event was dedicated to
raise money for less fortunate
countries, Students met at the

church Feb. 25 and stayed
through the 26th. They played
agame called “Tribe,” which

was designed by World Vi-

sion to help them understand

what lifeislike for the children for whom they
areraising money.

Students spent time focusing on scripture and jour-
naling about their experiences throughout the event.
On Saturday, some students stayed at the church to

Above and below: Students participatein gamesand
times of reflection during 30-hour Faminein February.

work in the building and recycle cans for quizzers.

The majority of the group went to the Salvation
Army shelter for atour and to work in the shelter and
thrift store — “very dirty, tough work. But the kids did
an awesome job, with a great attitude,” said LFMC
Y outh Ministries Pastor Travis Evans.

Students fasted the entire time — from noon Friday
to about 6 p.m. Saturday. They broke the fast with
communion and a“break the fast” meal of potato soup
and bread.

April Student Calendar:
April 3: Lighthouse 5:30 p.m.
April 10: Lighthouse 5:30 p.m. in Sanctuary
April 15: Missions Dinner 6 p.m.
April 16: Serve Day 9am. to5 p.m.
April 17: Lighthouse 5:30 p.m.
April 23: Royals Buck Night
April 24: Lighthouse 5:30 p.m.
April 30: Spring Plant Sale 8 am. until

plants are sold in Family Life Center
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Joy Comes to Kids Cove in April

Memory Verse:
“ Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.. Worship the
Lord with gladness; come before himwith joyful songs.”
—Psalm 100:1-2, NIV

Core Value: Joy — finding away to be
happy, even when things don’t go your way.

Following the celebration of Easter, Kids
Covein April will study the meaning of Joy.

Each week our master teachers and small
group leaders will use Bible storiesto teach the
children about our joy in the Lord. Each child
will bring home a Refrigerator Card and a de-
votional “God Time Card,” both of which will
give details about Kids' Cove lessons. These
are excellent tools for parents to reinforce what
their children have been taught and to engage
their children in spiritual discussions.

Parents also should check out the Kids
Cove bulletin board, which is located across
from the library. The core virtue, Bible verse
and weekly bottom line for the month of April
are featured.

With God' s help, we hope to partner with all
parents to encourage all our children to accept
Jesus as their Savior and walk with Him daily.

VBSon theHorizon

The Vacation Bible School team is going to need
you this summer!

Due to the growth of our Children’s Ministries,
we are anticipating alarge jump in attendance this
summer. We are looking for volunteersin many
areas to make thisyear’ s VBS an extra specia event
in the lives of our children and their friends and
neighbors.

There are so many areas to choose from — deco-
rating, registration, crafts, recreation, skits, music,
small group leading, Bible centers, prayer, snacks,
cookies, dinners or helping with the final reception.

Those interested should call Mandy Grosdidier at
331-4457 or e-mail her at vbs@lfmchurch.org.

Y ou can request more information online by visit-
ing http://www.Ifmchurch.org/kids/vbs.html.

Vacation Bible School
Join Us On a Prayer Safari!
July 18-22, 2005
6:00—8:45 p.m.
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“SharetheLove’ Party aHit
The church had more than 20 visitors on Feb. 11

during Children’s Ministries' “Share the Love” party.

Children made Valentine' sfor elderly shut-ins, and
they responded tremendoudly to the food drive for
pantries that were in desperate need of items.

These events would never be as special and fun as
they are without the many people who volunteer.
Thank you so much for al you do for our children!

CLC to Celebrateon April 27
The end of the CLC year isfast approaching!
Make plans to come and congratulate our CLC' ers
by attending the end-of-the-year Honor Council and
Success Celebration. It will be at 6:45 p.m. April 27.
The celebration will consist of intergenerational
games the whole family can play.

Junior Camp Set for June 6-10

Third through fifth graders at LFMC are preparing
for summer camp at Camp Washunga. Camp is
scheduled for June 6-10 at Rock Springs Ranch.

The week will befilled with fun activities, inter-
esting classes, exciting chapel times and great food.
Students can build lasting friendships, grow closer to
God and — al the while — make wonderful memories!

The early-bird cost is $165, and the deadlineis
April 17. After that, the cost goes up to $180. Bro-
chures are available at church or can be downl oaded
at www.Ifmchurch.org.

CLC Sudents Learn about Missions in February

CLC students in February were busy working
on their missions badge.

Their mission? To learn more about Asiaand
Australia and how they can help people who live
in those countries |earn about Jesus.

Each class was assigned to pray for achild from
the Maamot, Philippines, where LFMC missionar-
ies Roger and Vangie Stone live. Each student
took home a small picture of their Philippine child
to remind them to pray for them at home.

Students participated in cross-cultural experi-
ences, learning songsin severa Asian languages.

First and second-graders learned the Philippines
are made up of more than 7,000 islands. They
cooked a Philippine rice dish and made Malaysian

kites, which they enjoyed flying around the Family Life
Center.

Third and fourth-graders made Japanese lanterns and
fans, and some students wrote John 3:16 in Japanese on
their fans.

Wednesday night dinner crew served Almond cookies
from Hong Kong; Chai Tea and sesame seed cookies
from India; and pineappl e/orange kabobs like in severa
Asian countries.

In order to get our kids actively involved in ministry,
CLC Director Robin Jacobsen challenged kids to do ex-
tra chores around the house or donate their alowances to
raise money for the children who were affected by the
recent tsunami.

The kids rose to this challenge and gave $103.00!
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Lawrence Free Methodist Church
Sunday M orning Services and Programs E_mail Outlet
8:30 am. * Traditional Worship
9:45am. . Cpnt’emporary quship Bill Bump
« Kids Cove, for children Senior Pastor
grades K-6 bbump@I fmchurch.org
» Small groups for teens and
adults Rick Ostrander
_ Adult Ministries Pastor
11:15am. Contemporary Worship rostrander@lfmchurch.org
* Diving Deeper, for children
grades K-6 Travis Evans
Student Ministries Pastor
Nursery isavailable 8:15 am. to 12:30 p.m. tevans@Ifmchurch.org
Church Office Information Carolyn Heacock
Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. Children’s Ministries Pastor
Phone: 785-842-2343 Cheacock@lfmchurch.org
E-mail: info@lfmchurch.org Program Coordinator
Web: www.lfmchurch.org aleal @Ifmchurch.org
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