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The Update 

Contact The Update:     
  The Update is a monthly publication of Lawrence 
Free Methodist Church.  
    If you have Letters to the Church, please e-mail 
them to Chris Moon at update@lfmchurch.org or drop 
them into The Update box in the church office. The 
deadline for the next month’s newsletter is the second 
Sunday of the previous month. 

Letters to the Church... 
Dear Friends, 
    I will be having my annual Christmas Open House 
on Dec. 20 from 6 to 8 p.m. I should have all my 
decorations in place by then! Please feel free to come 
by for fun, fellowship & snacks. 

Susan Adams 
228 Sharon Drive  

843-6204 
 
 Free Methodist Church Friends, 
    Thank you so much for your prayers, cards and 
beautiful plant we received during the illness and loss 
of our mother and grandmother, Sarah Miller.   

In Christ,  
Carole Cassity and family 

  
Dear Lawrence Free Methodist Church, 
    Thank you so much for allowing us to use the 
church for Nicole Bingham’s Memorial Service.  We 
really appreciate all of your support.   
Thanks again. 

Sincerely,, 
The Women of Alpha Delta Pi,  

Tau Chapter 
 
 Dear Church family, 
     Thank you so much for the beautiful burgundy 
mums. They are so pretty and one of my mom’s fa-
vorite plants. Thank you for your prayers as well. 

Love,  
Doug & Cindi Carter 

On the Web:  
Check out the current issue of  

The Update by visiting www.lfmchurch.org 
and clicking on “News and Calendar.”  

Ministry Board Update  
    The LFMC Ministry Board met Nov. 8. Pastor 
Bump led a time of devotion and prayer. John Oehlert 
gave an update on the status of the site plans for the 
new Youth Wing.   
    The next Ministry Board meeting will be Dec. 13.  

DEAD OR ALIVE 
Live churches have space problems—parking,  
classrooms, etc; 
      Dead churches have no worry about space. 
Live churches are always changing things; 
      Dead churches don’ t have to—they just stay the  
same. 
Live churches have noisy children and young people; 
      Dead churches are fairly quiet and serene. 
Live churches have a shortage of staff; 
      Dead churches usually have a surplus. 
Live churches are always overspending their budgets; 
      Dead churches maintain large bank accounts. 
Live churches struggle to remember new names; 
      Dead churches—everybody knows everybody—for 
years! 
Live churches have a problem developing new leaders; 
      Dead churches don’ t—they just use the same ones 
over and over. 
Live churches spend much on “missions”; 
      Dead churches keep it all at home. 
Live churches are filled with givers; 
      Dead churches are filled with tippers. 
Live churches operate primarily on Faith; 
      Dead churches operate totally on Sight. 
Live churches strain to learn and serve; 
      Dead churches seek rest and comfort. 
Live churches Evangelize; 
      Dead churches Fossilize! 

- Submitted by an LFMC attendee 
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Prayer Oppor tunities:   
Come Join Us In Prayer  

  “How good it is to sing praises to our God, how 
pleasant and fitting to praise Him! He heals the bro-
kenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
  Great is our Lord and mighty in power; His under-
standing has no limit. He covers the sky with clouds; 
He supplies the earth with rain and makes grass grow 
on the hills. 
   The Lord delights in those who fear him, put their 
hope in His unfailing love.  Praise the Lord.”      

— Psalm 147:1, 3, 5, 8, 11, 20 
  
    Prayer  Pads in Pews – As you listen to the sermon 
and are convicted of your need for forgiveness or are 
praising God for His merciful blessings, write this on 
the Prayer Pad – pink for praises, white for requests. 
This is your response to what God’s word is laying on 
your heart. 
    Prayer  Cross – After the service, tack your praise 
or request to the cross. No names are necessary.  You 
are asking God’s support and strength to apply His 
word to your daily life. The prayer team will collect 
the requests and pray with you during the week. 
    Prayer  Request With Name – If you have a spe-
cific special prayer request for which you want us to 
join you in prayer, write this on the attendance 
card. Your prayer team will pray during the week, and 
you will receive a note from them. 
    Sunday Prayer  Times – Each Sunday we have a 
Prayer Gathering to pray for each service – for our 
Pastors, those helping with the service, Sunday school 
teachers, and those in attendance. All are welcome.  
    Weekly Prayer  Time – If you would be interested 
in a weekly prayer time when you could join with 
church family to pray for your family and others, 
please mark this on your attendance card. We are con-
sidering having a weekly “prayer meeting”  to give 
brothers and sisters opportunities to pray for others. 

Katr ina Emergency Tax Relief Act of 2005 
    The Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act (KETRA) 
went into effect Aug. 28 to provide benefits to those 
directly affected by Hurricane Katrina. It also offers 
temporary tax benefits to anyone making a contribu-
tion to any qualified charity during the period Aug. 
28-Dec. 31, 2005.  
    The Lawrence Free Methodist Church is a quali-
fied charity. 
    For more information, visit www.IRS.gov. 

First Fruits Sunday 
    What a wonderful time in the life of our 
church! God is bringing many new families to our 
church to show them His unfailing love and He is 
paving the way for us to be able to build a children 
and youth facility to accommodate hundreds more!  
    On Nov. 20, our church family made pledges to-
ward this new facility. First Fruits Sunday is sched-
uled for Dec. 4. This is a day we are dedicating for 
the collection of our first donations (“First Fruits” ) 
which will go toward meeting our pledge commit-
ments. Please be certain to clearly mark what por-
tion of your giving is designated to the capital cam-
paign. Thank you so much for your commitment to 
God’s work! It is such a blessing to be part of a 
church that has such a clear vision of reaching our 
community for God. God is clearly at work in our 
midst.  

“Reaching the Next Generation  
…carrying the vision forward”  

Campaign Director 
Rowley Tedlock 
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December Student Calendar: 
 
Teens serving at Christmas Dinner 

Quiz Meet 

Fuel 78 9:45 a.m., Refuge 6 p.m. 

Fuel 78 9:45 a.m. 

Ice Skating at Crown Center 5:30-9 p.m. 

Fuel 78 9:45 a.m. 

Living Nativity (no Refuge) 

CHRISTMAS!! (no Fuel 78 or Refuge) 

NYE at Snow Creek (no Refuge) 

 
Ice Skating at Crown Center  

    All teens, grades 7-12, are invited to come 
out Dec. 11 for a little holiday fun at the 
Crown Center Ice Terrace.  
    Meet at the church 5:30 p.m. to get into cars 
and ride out. The cost to skate is $8. Snacks 
and video games are extra. Plans are to return 
to the church around 9 p.m. 
    Forms are available on the Web or can be 
picked up at the table in the foyer. Forms and 
money will be due Dec. 4. Call Youth Pastor 
Travis Evans with questions. 

Dec. 2-3 

Dec. 3    

Dec. 4    

Dec. 11  

 

Dec. 18    

 

Dec. 25    

Dec. 31    
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     LFMC students are headed back to Snow 
Creek this year. Snow Creek is a man-made ski 
slope just northwest of Kansas City. It’ s the 
closest thing to the Rockies we have.  
    Students will depart from the church late in 
the evening and will ski right into the new 
year. The cost for a pass and ski/board rental 
will be $35 per person.  
    Forms and money will be due NO LATER 
than Dec. 21. Anyone who registers after that 
will have to pay regular rates of $45. This is 
very much a BRING EVENT so start talking to 
your friends now! 

 Summer Missions  
    Plans for next summer’s trips are in place.  
    The junior high group will be headed to Cairo 
at the very southern tip of Illinois. The purpose 
of the trip will be to renovate homes in the small 
community, to minister to children and elderly 
and provide necessary items to those in need.  
The cost will be about $325 per person.  
    Meanwhile, high school students will be re-
turning to Croc, Mexico, to continue the ministry 
to the impoverished community just outside of 
Monterey. The cost is still being determined, but 
an estimation is about $750 per person.  
    These trips are life-changing, both for the peo-
ple of these small communities, and the people 
from our church who go.  
    Start planning now for your summer missions 
experience. Recruit people to buy grocery certifi-
cates to benefit your youth account. Participate in 
every fund-raiser you can.  
    Anyone interested in directly supporting our 
youth in their summer missions projects, please 
contact Travis Evans at 842-2343.  
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     Children are bombarded with the idea that the 
world owes them things… time, activities and atten-
tion. On top of that, society doesn’ t do a very good 
job of teaching children to be thankful. If you doubt 
that, work in a school cafeteria for a day to count the 
number of kids who say “ thanks”  to those preparing 
their food or working the food line.  
    At Kids’  Cove in December, children will learn the 
importance of gratitude – letting others know you see 
how they have helped you. December is the perfect 
time to talk about this because much of the month is 
focused on gift-getting. 
    During December, children will hear the story from 
Matthew 20 about the vineyard workers who agreed 
to work for a certain amount of pay and then, once 
they received their pay, complained that they didn’ t 
get more. The bottom line that day will be, “Don’ t let 
a bad attitude spoil your gratitude.”  Children will also 
learn about the healed leper who took the time to go 
back to Jesus to say “ thanks”  after Jesus healed 
him. Out of ten healed lepers, only one did this.  

We will encourage children to be like the one who 
showed gratitude because “ if you don’ t say thank you, 
no one knows you’ re thankful.”  
    There will be no Kids’  Cove on Christmas weekend 
so that parents and children can worship together for 
Christmas. Please plan to attend one of our two Con-
temporary Christmas services on Christmas Eve at 4 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. or our Traditional Christmas ser-
vice on Christmas morning at 10 a.m. 

Memory Verse:  
“ I thank my God every time  

I remember you.”   
— Philippians 1:3  

An Attitude of Gratitude 
 December Kids’ Cove Value 

 Family Chr istmas Party 
Sunday, December 11, 6 p.m. 

    Join the LFMC family on Dec. 11 as we celebrate 
Jesus’  birthday through the Children’s Choir perform-
ance, “The Signs of Christmas,”  followed by Christ-
mas crafts, refreshments and other activities for chil-
dren. Bring two dozen cookies to share and canned 
food to donate to a local food pantry.  

 
Wishing you a 

wonderful holiday 
season as you 

celebrate the birth 
of our Savior. 

 
Your Church Staff, 

Rick, Lin, Bill, Travis, 
Laura and Carolyn 
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Lawrence Free Methodist Church 
Sunday Morning Services and Programs 

 
 8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
   
 9:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
  Kids’  Cove for children  
       grades K-6 
  Fuel 78 - grades 7 & 8 
  Small groups for high school  
  and adults 
 
 11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
   

Nursery is available 8:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 

Church Office Information 
 

Office Hours:  Mon.—Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Phone:  785-842-2343   

Fax:  785-842-2351 

E-mail:  info@lfmchurch.org 

Web:  www.lfmchurch.org 

Bill Bump 
Senior Pastor 

bbump@lfmchurch.org 
 

Rick Ostrander  
Adult Ministries Pastor 

rostrander@lfmchurch.org 
 

Travis Evans 
Student Ministries Pastor 
tevans@lfmchurch.org 

 
Carolyn Heacock 

Children’s Ministries Pastor 
cheacock@lfmchurch.org 

 
L in Topping 

Office Manager 
ltopping@lfmchurch.org 

 
Laura Maddux 

Secretary 
secretary@lfmchurch.org 

E-mail outlet 


